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Argumentative Essay: Is Euthanasia Right?
To some people, life is quite good, whereas life is cruel to others. In modern soeciety, life
is good when one is wealthy and healthy. Nonetheless, quality of life is prone to adittle suffering.
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faced with ethical dilemmastrelated to euthanasia when caring for suffering patients, elderly
patients, and those ‘with terminal illnesses (Luzon 340). Adam et al., define euthanasia as, “the
practice of termimating one’s life through painless medical procedures” (2). Euthanasia is a

controversial“issue that provokes intense debate about the ethical and legal concerns of such
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euthanasia as a basic human right to die with dignity. People supporting euthanasia approve it as
a right to death with dignity, rather than living a life affected by a terminal illness that may cause
intense pain and suffering. The paper analyzes the controversy about euthanasia related to the
different ethical and legal dimensions of the practice drawing from research studies against and in
support of euthanasia.

There are several dimensions for euthanasia. First, euthanasia may be classified as active

or passive. Active euthanasia involves the introduction of something suchsas lethal injection to
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Strinic “states, “terminally ill patients may experience extreme pain and suffering as well as
increased healthcare costs, and thus it is right to help them die with dignity” (8). Opposers counter
the view of the role of euthanasia to alleviate pain and suffering by articulating that palliative care
relieves pain and suffering. The opposers argue that euthanasia is a form of suicide that violates

the individual right to life.
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There are several arguments in support of the legalization of euthanasia. First, euthanasia

provides an opportunity to enjoy a death with dignity. Palliative and rehabilitative care for terminal
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providers have an ethical obligatien to comply with the patient’s decisions. Lastly, euthanasia
saves people from suffering and pain‘through sickness and while dying. Most patients are affected
by terminal illnesses and conditions that may cause a lot of pain and discomfort which hinders the
ability to enjoy life. ln such scenarios, the death of the patient through euthanasia is better than
keeping themalive (Sawtell-Fearn 3).

Onthe other side of the argument against euthanasia, is that the practice is ethically wrong.
First, the legalization of involuntary euthanasia may contribute to the misuse of the practice

attributed to disturbing situations. For instance, physicians may conduct involuntary euthanasia to
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to end the lifetof the»patient without his consent. Notably, physicians have a role to save and
providescare.to patients, instead of ending their life. Although it may be tough to fully treat
terminally ill patients, there’s a chance that they may be cured, and euthanasia is not an option to
take care of the suffering patient.

In essence, euthanasia remains a controversial topic among interest groups; some believe

that it is a humane way to end pain and suffering, while others view it as a violation of human
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imperative to ensure policies are made to control the misuse of euthanasia, particularly involuntary

euthanasia. In some cases, euthanasia is unjustifiable and thus sheuld‘be*avoided.
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