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NU 525 Unit 3 Assignment: Consumer Health Information Website Analysis Paper: Drugs
Use during Pregnancy
Significance of the topic/issue selected
Prenatal drug use is a health concern that is associated with several harmful fetal and
maternal consequences. Women who at reproductive age, particularly ages 18-29 years have
higher risks of experiencing substance use disorder (Forray, 2016). Based on these insights,

young women who are about to become pregnant or are pregnant are at increased vulnerability
fix deng sbuse-salnted Hinass. Dasplie that concarss shout deug wee dixing pragaancy have
existed in past, & is becoming prowelent among policysskacs, the public and healthosre
peoviders in sagands to the impacts of the oplold epldamic, which heve incressed in the U S
popuition incinding infnts and pragesst women. According o Petrick and Schiff (2017), the
e of infais expariencing sscsstal shetinence syndrome (NAS) in the US has incressed in five
folds in the last decade. On the contrary, pregnant women abuse require information on the
effects of medical drugs on the pregnancy and fetus. At the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic, pregnant women require to know whether there exist underlying risks of vaccines and
antiviral drugs on the pregnancy and fetus outcomes.

Evaluation of the Design of Website

The name of the commercial site on the homepage of the

website www.msdmanuals.com is MSD MANUAL Consumer Version. The website is designed

to offer medical information and its slogan reads “The trusted provider of medical information
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since 1899”. Besides, it has a sub headline on the home page reading “The best first place to go

for medical information”.
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The design of the website has a maroon theme and a congested layout for various features
and content. For each webpage displayed on this website, the header has an options tab for
changing the languages including Chinese, Korean, Japanese, French, Spanish, English, German,

Portuguese, Arabic, and Russian. The website has a link for switching to the professional version

of the weballe that has & bine thame. Besldes, ench web page has a tsb fir health topics,
sympioms, emacgencies, rescuroes, and sews. Aslde fiom the ssarch tab, ench webpage hes
hoakh topios and chapters Neted aiphebstically. The approach of lsting the health fopics in
aiphsbstioal crders sarves as the fables of contest and & eshances the sndisnce to identify their
desived health jssns enally. For ench webpags, the desiga has & tab fixr scoassible fateres of topls

sesouroes jn the content dispinyed incinding 3D models, sndios, caloulstom, videos, tables,
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Isborsiory interesin, and images. The fopis sesousces provide infhgeaphics to eshance seaders fo

scosss aimplified viswsl infhrmation on the content (MoGonigle & Mastrias, 2017). The content

of the webpage wees Achl fout slee 10.5, which affects the essiness fo read becanse the fout s
sl and sskas the content appear detalied and clastered fo sead. However, the webalie sppeans
o be profesional.

Marck and Co., Inc heve sponscred the webalie. Marck and Co., Inc. Is & global
hoakhoare orgenisstion shusted in Nocth Americs. The enterprise is committed fo prasent global
madical knowlsdge fo sarve the commmakty by improving the wall-baing and heakh of the people
innsed. Acide fom sharing health infrmation with the communkty, the spossoring company
dowsiops new tharapiss to provent dissases and trast disssses.

The slie ks wpdeted Siuquently snd wes updated recently. Based on the webpage of dreg
we duxing progeancy, the content wes lnst modified on Februacy 2021, which is nscemsacy for
ales with heakh infhramstion (For Heakh Consamars and Patients, n.4). However, the webpage
Incks infhrmation on the date of coestion of the sle.

The webalie states that the content s madical advice. On the homapage of the slie, thare
is & tab indicating “snthored by lundeads of top medival exparts®. The she content clarifies that
the involved madical exparts are indepandent-minded fee fom corporste or commarcial biss.

Morsover, at the botiomcight of ench webpage has & cstification code indicating fhat the slie


http://www.primenursingpapers.com/

PRIME
NURSING
PAPERS www.primenursingpapers.com 3)

e compilied wih the HONcode standard fior trostworthy health infhrmation, and & s opmn fir

the andiance to varify the code.

The overall goal of the site is to offer medical knowledge to individuals who seek it. The
site lacks a statement for a clear target audience because it presents health information on various
issues. However, content is presented in an approach that captures the target audience of women
on women's health issues regarding drug use during pregnancy.

The credibility of the site

The site has information demonstrating that the authors have the authority to provide
information. The authors, Avinash Patil and Ravindu Gunatilake are medical professionals in the
teaching and research field. Avinash Patil is a clinical assistant professor working in the
department of obstetrics and gynecology at the University of Arizona. Ravindu Gunatilake is the

Director of Clinical Perinatal Medicine, Director of Obstetrical Research in Valley Perinatal

Sexrvices. Besldes, be is an amistent clinical profhesor in the Creighton University School of
Madicine-Fhossix. The slie has & Jak o the amull of the arganimstion sponsaring the slie.
However, thare Incks of contact fo lak with the suthors of the content.

The suthors are chjective fo present infbrmstion on the extensive effbcls of deag we
ducing progoancy. The suthors offir patiest infhrmation on the effscts or administzation of both
madical drugs incinding vaccinss, sstidepressnts, and antivical drugs and socksl drags sbused
incinding sloohol, caffsine, smphetamings, oplokds, murfjusss, kalisciogens, tobecco, and

cocaine. The suthors are not bisssd. For instance, on the amphasls of prageast woman infhcied
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wih COVID-19 taking ramdesivir as antivical drugs, thay insist on the patient to disouss whh the

olinical experts and highlights that thars axists Rifle ressarch on the effbcts of ramdesivir on the
Setus.

The suthors fhiled 1o incinds  complste lat of the work clied. Throughout the content,
fhe enthors incinded findings fom quantiistive ressarches providing statistioal figares o prasent
epidamiology and provalance of the conoarned drag-relsted health iasuss amoag pregoast
womsn. However, thare lnck laks fhr the refirances or souroes of the figares. Tharaibes, the
sndisnce s hindered fom determining whether the refirances are sufhoriistive or aradible. The
sbesnoe of the work clied rales the quastion of the sigaificance of the evidance 1 support the
eathons” clakes.

The suthors presssted sccursts infhrmation, which is consistent with the currest stadiss.
The suthors expramed that the administration of ramdivisir 1o pragosst women s
recommandabis wader clinical cantion. Recent stadiss tound that remdivisir had mized ressits
fir pragaast women suffiring fiom ssvere COVID-19 and has acosptable side effcts end low
mtes of adverse reactions, which health practitioners should csstion the patient (Burwick o ol,
2020; Singh ot al, 2020). Dasplie that the sufhors arbitrarily express ststemants on lnck of
substantisted evidence on effbcts of drags on pregesncy without supparting their clsism, they

peesant scomale infbrmstion. For iastance, the anthors clalm fhat thare Iacks clarlly on whather
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maciinans affbcis the ites and o extent dowageade affbcls of macfuscs on Sitss growth and

behavioeal problems fr short-tacm wee. Stndiss highlight for short-tarm ves of marfjusss lncks
clacity on is affbcts on Sites health incinding sesrodevelopmasnial problams, low bicth weight,
and preterm hbor (Golar of al, 2018; Ryan o o, 2018).

The authors included links for additional information on the information. The additional
health issues that have been mentioned in the content have been linked to another site that offers
more information on the issues. The additional site presents information on the symptoms,
prevention, and treatment of the health condition. The site lacks additional links to the
independent sites.

Adequacy

The sites provide overall patient education on drug use during pregnancy. The authors

offired importent infhrmstion on variows drags for madical and receestionsl parposss. However,
thay fillad to present the infhrmstion in detall. The suthors’ spproach of oversll infhrmstion on
the various drugs wee duxing progesncy Embled the extent of exploring each drag, which compels
the patients o explors fixther ofher souross on specific drags incinding prevailing COVID-19

waccinss.

The sophistication of the information:
The information presented is just right to offer important insights on the effects of each

drug used during pregnancy. The authors failed to include technical and complex chemical

sames fix deugs or health conditions. Thay msininined the content shmple to peovide the patient
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with the infbrmation fhat ke ar she seguites fo know sbout each type of the drugs shout

developmant and oulcomes of pragasscy.

The slie lacks & direct ststerent of the puxposs of the slle. The purposs of the slle s
indirectly expressed ia the mission sistement of the argasimtion. The purposs is exprased as
protection, pressrvation, and sharing the curvest medical infwrmation for enshileg profsionals
and patisnts o meke more iafhrmed declsions on health fsnes. The slie has provision fir both

peofesional and conssmers and infbrmation eninlls ccktical insights, which mekas & match with

the purpose of the site. The site offers patient education to enhance them to develop informed
decisions on health issues and fails to sell any medical-related services or products to the patient.
Conclusion
Health professionals use websites to present information on patient education or to sell

their medical products. At the advent of technology, pregnant women may need to explore

infhrmation and services relsted 1o the behaviors on the we of drags duxing pregmancy. The
weballe v miséinrentis.con offrs & platfhrm to addrass drug wee during pragesncy. The
webslie s designad with internctive fisturss of the tbls of content, thames, visssl rescuroes, and
Ixyout 1o eshance reading essinems. The cradibility of the suthors boosts the rellshility of the
content on the wee of sntivical drugs on COVID-19 and shost term wee of muc{jesns for proguant

women. The thorough analysis demonstrates the website meets its purpose to educate patients on

the use of drugs during pregnancy.
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