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AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY 2

Question 1

In the foreign policy making process, the Executive Branch is one of the U.S. government’s
institutions granted authority by the U.S. Constitution to create American foreign policy.
What powers is it mandated by the Constitution that provide the justification for its
participation in foreign policy making, and what do each of those powers pragmatically
mean? What is the theory of the unitary executive? Is this theory of the unitary executive a
sound explanation or a greater exaggeration of the reasons McCormick gives for the
historical trend of presidents accruing foreign policy making power in Chapter 7, The
President and the Making of Foreign Policy?

The Executive Branch of the U.S government is headed by the president who is the

commander in chief of the armed forces with different roles and powers by the constitution.

Additionally, the executive branch consists of several executive departments, which include the
of state, departme

1
; gf nationa t]gtinle@ n fefense, amongst
S. The powers of the executive™ganch are provided in the U.S constitu lo‘r'll. In Article 11 of
Ofr implement forei r;qo' ies, Wi
ANU RS

cCormick states that “The Presidential powers under

povernmant in sking deals with fxuign bodiss. The power fo maks trasties incindes engaging in

sagotistions with ofher nations. One of the most sigaificant moles of the exsoutive branch is shaping
Amurica’s fnign policy. The amcstive boanch doss this by amosting, enfiecing, end
administering lvws passed by the Congrams. The provisions cutiined in the comstiiution grant

powas 1o the aoutive beanch in the frnmintion of forsign policy. In the ot past, the
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declsion-amking process of the Amaricen fsiga policy has besn described to be inafficlent and

slow sticibuting fo the power confiicts in the formuistion of foreign policy.
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cresied by the lnghistive teanch. The president has the power 1o sign the lnghistion into lew,
wetoing or denylng bills made by the Congram, snd sagotisting and siguing tresties as part of the
emscutive beanch’s duty to hold diplomacy coniect with ofher sstions. In holding diplosscy with
other countriss, the Preskdent ensures the governmant maininins cooparstion and negotistions with

the interastionsl commmally with an aspleation of presscving pesce i the worlkd, In the case of

intersstionsl polktics and policy, the esscutive branch fheough the president is expected by the
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publio o foxmmiste policy and solutions fo rescive such problams (Wikon ot ol, 2016). In this
segend, the exsoutive beanch works clossly with intersationsl crgesiations such as the Unied
Nations, Intersational Monstery Fand, Workd Bask Group, Workd heakh organisation, snd workd
trade organination.

Conclusively, sillary and fraiga policies are implamented snd by the exscutive branch,
putioulerly the prosident, with the national sscurily advisor, state depactmant, depatmant of

S

eciticlems sbout the powess of the goveramant aces

o el e

the two bxanches over the control and divection of the

PERS—

Iuve bosn delaguted specific frsign affhks powens™ (MoCormick, 2013, p.255). The constiiution

mandeies that oven though the praskdent hes the power 1o framinte and inplament intersational
teenting, be is expectad to gt appeoval fom the Senste and ofher burssnceatic agancies fr thalr
final setification. With the president as the commander in chisf of the scmed fiross and the head

of the exscutive branch, be hes the infinence over esisbilshenant and implessanintion of fxsign

polioy. The prasident s expecied fo peotect and advence the sational interests incinding the
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milkary, isclogical, sconomic, cullural, and lagal interssis of the Unbied States. In his assartion,
MoCormick states that “Yhe president is the chisf exscutive but, Congress decides what lows ae
10 be anfbroed; the praskient may conmmand the armed fhross, but Congrass decldes whather wars
should be inkisted; the prosident muy nagotiste trestiss.” (MoCormick, 2014, p.255).

In the Amaricen political discoucss, the theary of unliary esscutive i defined as & doctrine

that asssxts the power of the prasident over the mambers of the axscutive beanch. In this sanse, fhe

e officars of the Unbed Ststes”™ (Growe, 2014, p.150). The theory s & sound explenstion of

MoCormick’s view of the historical trands of preskients eisied ® fhe power i Snign

polioymsking. Reganding the history of George W. Bush adminktration as the preskdent of the

Unibed States, thare are clear shustions fhat support the exscutive power of his administzation.
MoCormick cbesrves fhat Bush acted walisterally to formminte fraign policy selsting fo

the war against Irng. His staten, "Claarly, the Bush adminktsation wes willing o act sloss (or wkh



AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY 6

o infrmal cosltion) in pusuing tyrants and texsockis and in implasenting s sstionsl ssomcity
straiegy.” (MoCormick, 2014, p.190). Mossower, the Bk adminkicstion weed fhe walicy

executive theory to sign more than 130 legislation statements into law, responding to congressional
irresolution, and issuing an executive order, which progressively expanded his presidential
authority. Most notably is the actions of Bush as president in which he issued three executive
orders just two days after his inauguration (McCormick, 2014). The theory of unitary executive is
still a debate in the political and legal discourse which all argue the power of the president and the

role of the judiciary and the Congress in limiting the executive responsibilities of the president.

ecutive Z!Z}jgi !o‘!' fourse of actions
, théeon n‘éi ection Agency,

ich is an Mcutive agdhc

in which the executive branch lacks control over it

\URSING

Question 2
J.S government institution granted the authority by the

. ituti o e'!l by the
uti ( tiC|pa is Louis
Henkin’s Toreign poli and iffer from

McCormick’s portrayal of Congressional forelgn policy-making power in Chapter 8,
Congressional Prerogatives and the Making of Foreign Policy? What effect does the U.S
Supreme Court’s decisions in U.S v Belmont and U.S v Pink have on Henkin’s theory?

The U.S constitution has granted the legislative branch the several powers stated in the

Article |, section 8. These powers justify the legislature to participate in the foreign policy-making
process (Grove, 2014). One of the most critical function is the power to make and change laws.
Additionally, the legislative branch has the power to tax, borrow money, and establish rules for
the naturalization of foreigners seeking citizenship, to regulate commerce with foreign nations and

among the states, to establish a post office, to declare war, and to raise and maintain an army and
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navy. The legislative branch can influence the federal economic policy. This is regarding the power
of the legislature to create an annual budget for the federal government. The budgetary power of
the legislature is facilitated through the collection of taxes and tariffs. In his arguments,
McCormick (2014), states that “...house members, who viewed foreign policy as an important part
of their legislative activities.” (p.337). In essence, the legislature can direct the spending plan for
the federal finances. In this sense that the president passes signs the bills created by the legislature
into laws, therefore, the legislature may influence any laws related to foreign policy.

Louis Henkin’s Congressional foreign policy power theory was demonstrated by Professor

gi.emphasis on t ﬁt' 0 ri
ed the FOIES anl)irs thi (Ia

Louis Henki

iq1 policy system.

jithe Congress in

d to diagree

MoCormick writes that “Cosstibational scholer Louks Haskin hes acgued that Congrass hes oven
more of what ke calls “foesign affbks powens™ (MoCommick, 2014, p.254). On the contoary,
MoCormick asserted the character of the fixsiga policy by identifying that caly the Exscutive
beanch of the governmant ks the power fo ske and implamant forsign polioy. In MoCormick's
poctoagal of the congramional fxuign policy, he asserted that the Congress Emils the power of the

peoident in e Srsmintion of fsiga policy by rquiking the axsoutive t© be opmn in their
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commmnioation of all the matters ragarding foreign tresties and agreamants. Hoe explains thet the
Congress has the mandate fo Emik the powers of the president to declare war. Hoe finther stales that
“Swstraied over the proskient’s we of fhe commander-in-chisf and esscutive cleuses of the
Comstitution fo istervens shroad, in the 1970s Congress adopted soveral sasssures fo Bkt his war-

making shilkty.” (MoCormick, 2014, p312).

The US Suprase Comt decleed an approach o the guastion of whether axsoutive

ORI TTY I A

In both casms, fhe comt waighed the amsance of

SNy

peivilages and

comstitation, siate lws, and policies are ixslovent in disputes sagacding intersationsl agreamants

and treaties between two nations. Considerably, the cases asserted that no nation has the power to
prevail against international agreements and affairs. Conflicting Henkin’s theory, the cases rulings
asserted that the members of the Senate might be ignored on participating in foreign treaties and
agreements. Considerably, the cases dealt with the legal status of executive agreements and the
decisions in the cases gave the president another means of enhancing his foreign policy

powers.”(McCormick, 2014, p.271).
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Question 3
In the foreign policy-making process, the President seems to have dominated policy-making
post-WWI11? What is the evidence that would support this view and discuss the reasons
McCormick gives for this apparent phenomenon? Of McCormick’s reasons, which do you
consider the most important in creating this phenomenon, and why?
The World War 11 was significant in impacting the United States foreign policy. For

instance, McCormick (2014) states that “...after the War of 1812, for example, America
yres > poligy of non-in }l Ir‘lk’l?) Besides, after

the i Shiced lges i { Jh thé World War 11,
sfich as the w major Ed@kopean powers of France, Britain, and Germany with the
NUBRNING

gihed to gain POWET | otrﬂiati e'Lyre n poliCy-

ing process. McCormick assefS that “...by the late 1940s and e 1950s 1eicecu‘[ive

LPADERS-

of presidential power regarding the executive powers of the president in foreign affairs with close

regards to the Soviet Union challenge.
To justify this claim, MoCormick provided evidence fom provious presidential reiges fo
show amostive dominssce. To sixt with, be mastions Presldest Rocsswek o show the -

enxgence of ascutive dominance. For insiance, “Preskdest Rocssvel acted to ald the Brithsh in

1940 with the “destroyers for bases™ deal, an acngemant in which the Unlied States sold 30

desteoyers o Beitnin."(MoCormick, 2014, p.258). Addtiomally, & s ducing the mign of Praskient
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James K, Polk that asscutive dominance wes ssan once again. Preskient James K. Folk explolied
his prosidential powers to call for war without the consant and advics of the Congremss. MoCormick
(2014) sintes fhat “Duxing the prasldency of James K. Folk, preskientiel dossinance srose cnce
again whan, without asking Congress for suthorkmtion, Prasldent Polk cxders the ULS miliary into
the tecxiiory that wes disputed by Tams and Maxioo™ (3.257). Primacily, the suthor safis to Bush

and Reagen administration to fiarther linsirate the phanomesnon.

S ———
T

besn weed by Sxnign policy experts and ressaschess fo

AP ERS—

cliied out by MoCormick with sefieance the case of Prasldent Rocssvelk preskdential suthorkty s

that the president is more soqguainted with Sxsigs affsks then any ofher body of the goversmant.

The president is the core representative of the federal government about international
relations and foreign policymaking. This is justified by the sense that the president has a better
opportunity of understanding the conditions prevailing in the international world of politics and
also the state of foreign nations in times of war. These claims can be justified by the case of
President Roosevelt’s international agreements. McCormick (2014) writes that “President

Theodore Roosevelt made a secret agreement with Japan over Korea in 1905 and made a
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“Gentlemen’s Agreement” in 1907 to restrict Japanese immigration into the United States”
(p.263). In essence, I consider that the McCormick’s justification for executive power to be
applicable in the sense that the President is the sole organ of the nation that is identified in foreign
countries and he has the potential to respond to matters that affect the nation. This is in support
that the president is elected by the public and thus has the public’s interests and concerns at the
core of his leadership.

Extra Credit
Why are the last four (4) chapters (Chps 9-12) of McCormick’s Part II of lesser importance
in a discussion of the making of American foreign policy than the 1% two (Chps 7-8)? What
policy-making about the entities that McCormick identifies in those

t -
d overvl}tl&aslc %lol riaking in the first
ol

d, chapter 7 and 8 give a significant insight of the foreign

AN LIRS ING

peoosm. C these chaptess stipuinte & solld approach

S LS5 2.1

sindents can approach & stady to Amscicen fsign policyssking discumion. In esssnce, the

fmctions of the president and the Congeass axe fandamanial in the Americen fsign poliay-
making process and thas imposiast fir the disoussion. The prasident and the Congram are the core
entitiss invoived in dechion muking in fsiga policy. On the other hand, the ket Sur chapiess,

(9-12) highlight the emanthal fmctions of ofher minor entities pasthlly jsvolved in the freign

polioy-asking process such as the public oplnion, the madia, intersst growps, and burssncencies.
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MoCormick identifies the xie of ofher enthtiss in the Amaricen faign policy-aking
procem. These enthiss incinde; e diplomatic and economio burssncracies, the milkacy and
intelligence burssncracies, political parties, bipartissship, istersst groups, the media, and publio
opinion. The entities have besn at the canter of freiga policy asslysls and thay have an alm of
definding the national interests in foreiga policy Socmmistion. The entities are valusble instiiutions

in the state and intersationsl affkirs whose role is to infisence the exsoution of the fireign policies.

of thase enthties in the infimence
} -
i ather t e thepoli 0 d ates, dialogue,

81 branches of the government. Essentially the quest and

NURSING

ifflerent entities own interests.
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